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Question of What then is to be done? Fifty years
corporal punishment ago there was little or no doubt as to
what should be done. Many a master of
an elementary school did not regard himself as fully equipped
for his day's work unless he had at hand, not only a piece of
chalk and a duster, but also a cane. Times have changed, and
the cane has either disappeared entirely, or is hidden from sight
until real or supposed necessity arises for its production. An
experienced official has explained the disappearance of the
cane as the result of the introduction of games and spprts,
school plays and concerts, school magazines, school excursions
and school camps. By these means, he says, the children's
attitude has been changed, because they have learned in
practice what organization and leadership and obedience
mean.1 This explanation is correct so far as it goes, but it is
incomplete. It omits the cardinal and incontestable fact that
during the period when grants were made on the results of
annual examinations, there was often more corporal punish-
ment inflicted in a school in one day than would now be inflicted
in the same school in twelve months. Under the rigid examina-
tion system the teacher was necessarily a despot, and the
children were his minions. The fundamental change that has
taken place is that the new freedom has made possible the
exorcism of the spirit of slavery, and the substitution of the
spirit of comradeship and discipleship. Plays, concerts, maga-
zines, camps, and all that makes school a great piece of team
work, in which the teacher figures as supervisor, and as a
director who does no more directing than is unavoidable—all
these things follow from a more subtle and deep-lying change.
The case of the higher schools does not differ in principle.
The rigidly uniform and predominantly linguistic curriculum
of the old grammar schools has disappeared. Instead of the
boy having to fit himself somehow to the school, or else receive
a flogging, the school takes some trouble to fit itself to the boy,
1 Bolton King, Schools of To-day, p. 72.

